
  

Annual Meeting and Picnic 

Date and location changes 
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The Long Lake Association Annual 

Meeting is fast approaching.  Many 

long-time riparian property owners 

may be expecting this to be held July 

2nd, as the meeting has been the 

Saturday prior to the 4th of July since 

the association’s inception.  There was 

a conflict with this date with some of 

our speakers and the use of Imago Dei’s 

camp facility.  The date has been 

changed to July 16th and will still be at 

Imago Dei. Emails have been sent out 

with this information; so if you did not 

receive an email, please contact a board 

member so that we can update our 

email database.  You will also notice 

signs posted near the roads to remind 
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residents of the date for our meeting. 

Long Lake has many exciting projects 

going on that will benefit the lake.  We 

have a jam-packed agenda with multiple 

speakers lined up to update members 

on all the hard work the Board of 

Directors has been up to this past year.  

We have listened to all suggestions and 

have been very busy putting lots of 

wheels in motion to better our lake for 

everyone’s enjoyment and the health of 

our unique ecosystem! 

Long Laker’s enjoy the potluck picnic 

that follows the annual meeting.  It is a 

chance to get to know new neighbors, 

reconnect with others that were staying 

warm over the winter, and enjoy each 

other’s favorite dishes.  We look 

forward to seeing many of you 

there and enjoying comradery and 

your favorite dish to pass 

following the meeting! 

A Long Lake Association 
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Membership Form is included in this 

newsletter.  Please fill it out and bring 

it to the annual meeting.  If you are 

unable to attend, you may give it to a 

board member or mail it to the address 

on the form.  Dues are $30. The 

agenda for the annual meeting has also 

been included in this newsletter.  

There are four board members’ terms 

expiring.  Three of those board 

members have expressed interest in 

reelection.  If anyone wishes to 

nominate someone or themselves for a 

board position, please let our current 

president, Bob Kreider know.  We 

look forward to seeing many of you at 

the meeting.   
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SAFETY FIRST 

Remember to review the boating 

regulations and be sure your guests 

know them prior to going out.  Let’s 

keep our record going of no serious 

injuries and continue to be respectful 

of everyone enjoying the lake. 
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harvesting and removal of only the 

invasive plants with no chemicals.  It is a 

much more tedious process that will 

require the assistance of volunteers each 

spring and possibly fall.   We are 

hopeful that after our full-lake chemical 

application last year, we will be able to 

keep up with the surviving plants year 

to year and not need to dump more 

chemicals into the lake in the future.   

In addition, DNR will soon be requiring 

additional non-chemical methods to 

remove invasive plants before chemical 

treatment permits will be issued.    

Long Lake Association has had much 

support and guidance from Brenda 

Nordin, DNR as well as funds from the 

Town of Belle Plaine recreation budget 

that both Long Lake and the Cloverleaf 

Lakes receive annually.  We anticipate 

this will cover the cost of the project.  

We have purchased a 25 foot 2004 

pontoon boat and trailer.  This serves as 

the platform where the series of pumps 

and equipment are mounted to make up 

our DASH Unit.   

Adam Clark, of Clark’s Welding and 

Detailing in Shawano, 

 has built the unit for us.  He had also 

attended the DASH workshop to learn 

about the building process.  Lake 

residents will see this on the lake this 

spring.  Please watch for the dive flags!  

 

 

Be sure to stay at least 300 feet away 

from the flag/DASH while it is in 

operation for diver safety.   We look 

forward to seeing you out on the water 

and invite you to let a board member 

know if you are willing to volunteer 

during our harvesting time. 

 

 

A DASH unit, Diver Assisted Suction 

Harvester, in basic terms is a series of 

pumps and hoses connected to a large 

hose and suction nozzle.  This is used 

under water by a diver that hand pulls 

aquatic invasive plants by their roots and 

“shoots” them up the hose.  Topside, the 

water and plants get separated by a series 

of screens.  The larger plant segments 

gather on the first set of screens where a 

volunteer pulls them off to keep the 

screen clear.  The water continues to 

flow through drainage pipes surrounded 

by fine mesh to catch any smaller 

fragments before it returns to the lake.  

 Members of the Long Lake Association 

Shawano County have attended several 

educational sessions to learn more about 

this tool to fight our invasive plants.  

Lake Leaders series of workshops, DASH 

Unit workshop, Wisconsin Lakes 

Convention, and the Area AIS (Aquative 

Invasive Species) meetings were some of 

the sessions in the immense amount of 

research done before deciding to go 

forward with this endeavor.  Long Lake 

has had several chemical treatments to 

kill the Eurasian Milfoil and Curly Leaf 

Pondweed over the past decade.  This 

can and has affected the native plants that 

are vital to the lakes ecosystem.  The 

DASH unit allows for selective 
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PRESIDENT’S CORNER 

With summer approaching, activity levels are picking up on Long Lake.  After a spring that has never seemed to fully arrive, people 
are looking forward to a nice summer. 
 
Annual Meeting and Picnic 
The Annual Meeting and Picnic will be held on Saturday July 16 at 9:30 at the Imago Dei Camp.  This is later than normal due to 
the availability of both the Camp and several of the speakers that we recruited to make presentations.  We look forward to seeing 
you there.  Among other things, we expect to have our DASH unit on the lake in front of the Camp so that members can have an 
up close look at it. 
 
Volunteer Activities 
There are lots of things that volunteers are undertaking on the lake, including: 

-‐ You probably noticed that the buoys are in along the eastern end of the lake.  Thanks to the Birling family for getting these 
placed.  Please stay out of this area when operating boats above no wake speeds, and lift your props as high as you can if 
you go inside the buoys looking for trophy fish. 

-‐ The DNR will be on the lake sometime this month to do some shocking to get an estimate of our fish population.   This 
has never been done before.   

-‐ Shanda Malak and Terry Birling will be conducting “critter testing” on the inlet and outlet streams to help determine the 
health of the lake.   

-‐ In June the DNR just completed a point intercept survey of the lake to identify which aquatic plants (both native and 
invasive) are growing around the lake.  This pinpointed the location of Eurasian water milfoil and curly leaf pondweed, so 
that we can harvest them with the DASH later in the summer. 

-‐ As he does every year, Bob Holzbach is out on his boat each week taking water temperatures and collecting water samples 
for chemical analysis. 

-‐ Terry Birling has volunteered to spearhead an effort to create fish habitat using a DNR approved approach known as 
“fishsticks”.  We are investigating where they should be placed around the lake and getting the permitting process rolling.   

 
We’ll provide details on where things stand on all of these activities at the Annual Meeting.  Needless to say, there is a lot going on. 
 
New Residents 
Cory and Carrie Peeters purchased the McCauley property on Shady Lane.  If you see them around the lake, please extend a warm 
welcome. 
 
Have a safe and fun summer! 
Bob Kreider 

What’s Up With Fishing? 
Written in part by Andrew Hudak, DNR Streams Biologist 

Fishing, or should we say catching, had decreased substancially over the winter.  Lakes and streams are teeming with life but most of these 
organisms cannot be seen with the naked eye.  Zooplankton are organisms that have animal-like traits and may only be seen under a microscope. 
Some larger species however can be seen as they float, drift or weakly swim in the water.  Zooplankton are found in the wetland, lakes, rivers 
and streams.  They are most abundant nearer the surface as they primarily eat phytoplankton i.e. algae which need light to grow.   
 
Some of the larger organisms had been observed under the ice in Long Lake and are known by the common name of Daphnia or 
water fleas which swim by rowing with their large antennae in a series of jerks. They are covered by a transparent shell and are 
abundant in most lakes.These zooplankton are a vital component of freshwater food webs. The smallest zooplankton feed on 
algae which are then eaten by the larger zooplankton which, in turn, are eaten by small fish, aquatic insects and so on.  The 
zooplankton that graze on algae can help to maintain the balance of algae in lake systems.   
 
Fishing has picked up this spring with noticably larger bluegills and perch!  Al Neiber, DNR fish biologist is very interested in Long Lake’s 
ecosystem since it is a 100% natural reproducing lake.  He will be out on our lake in the next few weeks to shock and assess our fish population.  
He will also give us advice on how to keep it healthy and locations to place fishsticks.  We will have a detailed report on his findings at the Annual 
Meeting! 
 



 

 

 

We are always looking for articles for the newsletter and/or website.  Please contact Bob Kreider 
if you have any topic suggestions or wish to submit an article.  Photos of the lake and residents 

enjoying lake activities are also welcome.  Don’t be shy to share your ideas and special moments 
you have captured! 
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Brenda Nordin, DNR Lake Biologist has spent many hours on our lake and understands our concerns and lake issues.  She has been 
working with Long Lake BOD, other DNR staff, and UW Extension Staff to address our Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) issues, as 
well as, give shoreline advice and direct us to the correct folks for other concerns.  We are not alone in our frustrations.  Many 
other area lakes have the same issues as Long Lake.   
 
A group of Shawano and Menominee Counties lake residents that had attended the Lake Leaders Institute, along with Brenda 
founded the Shawano/Menominee Area AIS group in the fall of 2014.  We have now formalized the group into an association with a 
very diverse Board of Directors.  We have board members representing other area lakes, agriculture, and the Fox-Wolf Watershed 
Alliance.  Our mission is to Facilitate education, research, cooperative sharing of resources and best practices between organizations, individuals, 
government bodies and the general public of Menominee and Shawano Counties inland water bodies, environs, groundwater, wetlands, and 
watersheds for now and future generations, including, but not limited to: esthetic beauty, water quality, shoreline protection, wildlife habitat, and 
fisheries.  Membership of this newly formed association allows for us to share resources and collaborate, as well as, the ability to 
obtain grant money that would otherwise not be available to many waterways (lakes, rivers, wetlands).  WAMSCO is currently 
taking all the steps in order to hire a DNR FTE employee that would work only with the waterways that were members of 
WAMSCO beginning in 2017.  Long Lake Association is a current member of this association! 

 


