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- All powerboats operating above a “slow-no-wake” (s-n-w) speed shall drive in a 

counter-clockwise direction (driver on shore side). 

- S-N-W condition exists between 6:00 p.m. and 10:00 a.m. for all boaters. 

- High water conditions require s-n-w boat operation 24 hours each day until water 

recedes. 

- Guest boats shall be inspected for attached weeds and mussels requiring removal 

of same or treatment with chlorine (bleach) solution. 

- Guest boaters shall be given a copy of these rules either at boat launch or by 

resident boaters. 

- Each boat shall carry and have easy access to life jackets for each person on the 

boat. 

- Long Lake has a fine record of Boating Safety. 

o Accomplished by users of the lake. 

o Boaters are responsible for safe, courteous and respectful operation of 

their boat.  

o “Common sense” has been the boating guideline. 

o More boaters each year increases the common sense rule. 

- Each boater receives a copy of Wisconsin State Boating Laws when they register 

their boat. 

o Any boating accident resulting in injury, death, or property damage in 

excess of $2,000 will be judged for responsibility by law enforcement 

authorities in accordance with state and town laws. 

o Boating accidents as defined by the above are reportable by the boat 

owner within 10 days of the accident.  “Boating Operator Incident 

Reports” are available from the Sheriff’s or DNR offices.  Failure to report 

the incident leads to a fine. 

- In case of Emergency – call 911. 

- To report boating safety incidents: 

o Call Shawano County Sheriff’s Office at 715-526-3111. 

o Call the WDNR at 1-800-847-9367. 

o Call the local WDNR officer at 715-823-6824. 

 

 

 

(See attached page for Personal Watercraft rules) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.longlakewi.org/


Wisconsin Personal Watercraft Law 
Excerpt from Wisconsin Boating Regulations 

 

 

Personal Watercraft (PWC) are classified as Class A (less than 16 feet in length) inboard 

boats.  All PWC must be registered and display valid registration decals and registration 

numbers on the forward half of both sides of the craft and abide by all boating 

regulations, plus the following specific regulations. 

 

Synopsis of PWC Law 

 

1. No person may operate a PWC from sunset to sunrise. 

2. All persons riding a PWC must wear a Personal Floatation Device (PFD) of the 

proper size and type (type I, II, III or V). 

3. No person may operate a PWC equipped by the manufacturer with a lanyard 

without the lanyard attached to the operator. 

a. No person may sell a PWC manufactured after 1/1/1993 unless equipped 

with a lanyard or a self-circling device. 

4. No one under the age of 12 may operate a PWC.  Rental age is 16. 

5. Persons at least 12, but under 16 must be in possession of a valid, state-approved 

boating safety student certificate to operate a PWC.  (Parental supervision is not a 

substitute for a boating safety certificate as with other motorboats.  PWC 

operators must have a certificate.) 

6. It is illegal to operate a PWC facing backwards. 

7. Rental PWC: 

a. No one under 16 may rent a PWC. 

b. Rental agent must provide a PFD of proper size and type. 

c. Rental agent must provide renters with instruction on PWC operation 

unless the renter holds a valid boating safety student certificate or has 

previous experience operating a PWC. 

8. There is no towing of persons engaged in water skiing, aquaplaning, or similar 

activities unless the PWC is designed to seat at least 3 people.  There is no limit 

on the number of skiers. 

9. PWC towing of stranded or disabled boats is only allowed if speeds do not exceed 

slow-no-wake. 

10. PWC are restricted to slow-no-wake speed any time: 

a. The PWC is within 100 feet of any other boat or PWC on any body of 

water. 

b. The PWC is within 200 feet of the shoreline of any lake. 

11. It is illegal to operate a PWC within 100 feet of the following: 

a. Another boat towing a skier or person involved in a similar activity. 

b. The tow rope of another motorboat towing a skier or person engaged in a 

similar activity. 

c. A person involved in skiing or similar activity. 

12. No person operating any type of motorboat (including PWC) that is towing 

persons engaged in water skiing, aquaplaning, or similar activity may operate 

within 100 feet of any occupied anchored boat, any personal watercraft, any 

marked swimming area, or public boat landing. 

13. No person who is water skiing or engaged in similar activity may get within 100 

feet of a PWC or allow the towrope to get within 100 feet of a PWC. 


